A necklace 

- A practical project-oriented process 


By Peter Hersted, lecturer  

My name is May, I am a student in year 9, I have a small padlock round my neck. The key used to hang in my ear, but now it’s gone. It does not matter too much, because I don’t want to get married or have children. 

At Sdr. Parkskolen where I go, we have “no subject” teaching. Every week we get a new timetable, which is aimed at the way we work. In periods, we are working with issues or subjects – the teachers say we are working project-oriented. So it says "subject" of the majority of lessons at the weekly time schedule. In other periods, we are working traditionally and we have the subject in a more conventional way. 

We have three class groups in year 9 and we have a total of six teachers who cover all subjects. Teachers have all their teaching lessons in year nine, and they don’t teach other classes. Each of the three classes has a so called “class teacher”. When we work traditionally, we usually stay in our own classes. When we work project oriented we work across all classes. 

In our classrooms we have set out our tables facing towards the walls. The we can work concentrated when we work individually, and if we get information from the teacher, we just turn around the chairs. 
In the middle of the classroom we have a table for group work and in joint space outside the classroom we have more tables for group work. We feel it’s a good way to organize the classroom and it gives more open space within the classroom and more space for group work. 

We are currently working on a "project".
 
At one point we talked with our teachers about what topics we would like to work on during the project period. Many of my colleges were interested in discussing alcohol, drugs and things you can be addicted to. So we decided to have the common denominator “Addiction”.

The first week we got different presentations from the teachers's side. Each teacher gave his paper, which means that we got six different angles on addiction. Alcohol, heroin, anorexia, ludomania, the disabled (which is dependent on other people) and parents (family band). 

At this point we should choose our specific subject and create a problem formulation. We were handed a questionnaire to help us in this phase. The questionnaire was designed as a guide, which should help us being able to define a problem. 

I did not really know what I wanted to do. I talked to my teacher (he is also a woodwork teacher). He had just been on a course and made a twisted bracelet of brass, copper and iron. He was very proud of it. 
We talked about necklace. He had carved a polar bear head, made from a tooth from a whale, in a leather leash around your neck. He was born and has lived in Greenland for many years. We talked about my padlock and that there was some sort of symbolism in the necklace, we are warring. We talked about wedding rings, amulets, etc., and I decided to choose to challenge the subject through making a piece of necklace. 

The first thing I had to do was to complete the questionnaire. 

I found it was difficult to create the problem, but I succeeded after repeated attempts, to get it approved by my teacher. He said it was an important piece of paper, when you work project-oriented. You must always return to it and remember what you actually decided to analyze. 

You should not describe and you should not begin with Adam and Eve. You have to create a problem and limit you focus area and try to solve the problem. You have to set it in relation to the overall subject (addiction). If there is a need to adjust during the way, you can do it, but you must be able to justify, why you did it. 

Two weeks were devoted to the work with the project, three to four hours each day. The teachers acted as consultants and they had divided the students between them. Each teacher had a group of 12 to 15 students. The woodwork teacher was my consultant. 

We could choose between many different ways to present our project. I was most willing to produce a piece of necklace and illustrate the process on a chart. In addition, we all had to make a short written conclusion to our works and results. 

We got a diary sheet; we had to fill each day. Again, it is designed with a series of questions to help us identify, what we did each day. 

School Library did not have many books on necklace and I was forced to go to the greater library in town. Here, I found books on both amulets and necklace manufacturing. I found some useful materials, including a book with a picture of an African girl with amulets round her neck. One of the items was her deceased brother chopped hand. 
I could suddenly see the power in amulets and the symbolic signal in the necklace you are wearing.  
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I started doing some sketches of necklace on paper. Many small sketches, but I soon concentrated randomly trellis until I found out to allow the grid to show the initials of my name: MAY. I got the outline drawn on computer and experimented with different colours. 

I wanted to try to make my necklace in metal wire. I decided to make the piece in twisted insulated computer cables. And I needed to do many experiments before I found a technique which satisfied me.   

My teacher said it was important to remember the dead ends and the experiments that do not succeed. They are what, an essential part of the experience of the final result, is composed of. 

I had made my own necklace in the twisted wire and the time set aside for work, was about to be exhausted. I was not completely satisfied with the outcome and would have continued in a different material and techniques. 
I did put my sketches, drawings and various experiments on my necklace and wire up on a board. The individual parts were commented. Moreover, I had written about past amulets and the healing or protective effect it had on the one wearing it. I wrote also about the symbols we signal, when we carry necklace. 

I made also a brief conclusion to my work, where I told about my work and I tried from my work to provide answers to the questions raised in my problem formulation. 

The presentation was made to my teacher and another teacher and the group of teachers who had been consulted by the two teachers. Here I briefly review my piece of necklace and told about my work and the problems I had encountered. 

I could say that I really had made a necklace; I was pleased, though I was not entirely satisfied with the outcome. It was a little too big and clumsy, and I doubted that I would go with or will create a addiction to it.
 
But I will save it. 
Because when you create something by your mind and hands it gives you an inner pleasure, and the process represented by the necklace will give me good memories of the practise - even though I still keep the padlock round my neck.

