Cultural meeting in Greece.

Handicraft meets storytelling, global meets local. 

By Marianne Weigel

marianne.weigel@galnet.dk
The Greek people, who in the spring took part the in local-goes-global-meeting , are now in the month of July hostess for Danish, Galician, Bulgarian and Latvian people in the island of Kea in The Cyclades, situated south of Athens.
The meeting is the third in the EU project, promoting culture exchange between EU countries – as earlier described in this magazine.
A way to look back in Danish history is to study the old crafts and handicrafts and to continue our historical relations by preserving and developing the old skills.

At the same meeting other countries too have their historical jewels. The Greeks for example have their old myths and legends from the antic period. Because of that, storytelling, as they call it, is something they cultivate in schools, get educated in, and practice on a larger scale.
As a result of those activities, a festival on the island of Kea has taken place for the past two years. Here the storytellers have a building to their disposal, with an office and a showroom for pictures with the theme of the year: Dragons.
Telling stories.
It is also the place, where they stay during the festival, and where approximately 30 people from Denmark, Galician, Latvia and Bulgaria are gathered. 
The stories are staged in very special and cultural environments: In a former mine corridor, at a monastery or on a beach. We listen and watch, along with many others – both locals and people who have travelled to participate in this event. Clearly, a special bond arises between children, youngsters, adults and elderly Greek people via the old legends and myths. And they greet us with their cultural act and experience. 

In a most fantastic way one sense the unity of people, in the little town square on top of the highest hill and overlooking the sea and open land.
The storyteller tells a Galician, a Latvian and a Bulgarian story in Greek. The Greek people are fully absorbed in the stories. We are about 200 people gathered. Children are playing around us, and yet causing no trouble. Old women and men are sitting among the international audience, smiling and trying to communicate with us. Even though only the youngsters speak English, the conversation takes place between us and the local people. We sit packed, there is not a lot of space, but still they manage in a most cosy way to serve food and wine to everybody. It is the islands women’s association, who is in charge of the arrangement.
They have prepared chicken and lamb, roasted potatoes, tomatoes and homemade feta cheese.

The atmosphere is intense, and everything progress calmly and cheerfully, while the full moon is reflecting it self like silver in the sea. 
The local event crosses in the most beautiful way foreign languages and cultures.

Paperplaiting to Bulgaria.

We are here for five days. Eating, talking, swimming and playing. The Galician crew have brought with them to Kea tools for old Galician plays. We discover that playing is international: Do you remember, when we were kids, we too did like that…?
It takes place on the beach, where local beach guests participate very enthusiastic. 

The culture exchange has many faces. During the stay in Kerteminde the participants - among other topics – tried to plait with paper. One of the Bulgarian women took a special interest in that kind of handicraft that is why Karin has brought books and “how-to-do” material to the meeting. They are sitting together plaiting a basket, and that is how new handicraft traditions will be brought home to Bulgaria. 
The atmosphere is warm, not only because of the 35 degrees in the sun, but also the fact that all of us show a desire to learn, discover and welcome other cultures, in the close family way, the local historical and professional way. In awe to continue our joint community.
Facts:

Denmark had 3 participants at the meeting in Greece. Project-coordinator Erik Weigel, Karin Dahl Christensen and the author of this article Marianne Weigel.
All have had a good experience and are ready for the 4.th meeting, which will take place in the spring in Santiago de Compostella in Galician in Spain.

The meeting will take place in the days around the last weekend of April, the very days for a Galician festival, with – among other topics – handicraft, music and storytelling going on.

Read more about the project: ATTIC.tryavna.biz.
