Are you familiar with H.C. Andersens’ story about Klods Hans? The young man who, unlike his brothers, did not get any support from home nevertheless, he managed to win the princess’ heart and find happiness in life.

“Ohoj, what do we have here, said Klods Hans, as he came riding on a goat down the road to the king’s castle. He had suddenly spotted a dead crow in the ditch. And the crow was joined by some delicious mud from the same ditch. And with those things Klods Hans charmed his way to the princess’ heart. And with his lovely humour and most of all with his inventiveness, he found his way to most fairytale readers’ hearts too. We love him because he is so human and so present.

Klods Hans knew intuitively how to get inspiration right from where he was, for instance from the ditch. We all have large potential sources for inspiration in our every day life – we only need to open up for these possibilities.

The Folk tale was once spread from mouth to mouth; we can say like rings in water. Besides entertaining, the stories possess a good portion of wisdom, a moral or good pieces of advice. The Folk tale has lived and changed in this oral tradition.

Folk Arts and Crafts also have the potential for expressing something that is closely connected to life experience. It just depends on what eyes can see. But what stories can the crafts possibly tell? As opposed to Fine Arts, Crafts are always in some degree bound to utility value. The purpose of being used somehow forces the craftspeople to enter a dialogue with life. This characteristic is not a limit but an enormous potential an may be the key to survival in the future.
The rings, spreading in the water by crafts, are manifold. Inspiration from everyday life is spread by the craft people’s working with form, beauty and statements. Knowledge and wisdom are passed down through generations along with the creative work. Ideas and projects are growing and developing for common joy.

