Mythical creatures,
Mythical animals
In ancient world the most impressive mythical notions were about dragons. Bulgarians named these creatures “Zmey” and “Lamya”. Each of them has a different description. 

Zmey has the image of a snake, a man or a bird. His body is covered with shiny flakes. It possesses extraordinary power. It lives in caves around high mountains and rocks.It is also named  “Zmey Goryanin” and it controls the winds. It falls in love with young girls and often carries them away. The Zmey can be either a protector or a killer.
Lamya is a female creature, a sister of the Zmey. It looks like a lizard with a dog’s head, big eyes and teeth. It’s greedy for blood. It has three or more heads and lives in caves and deep holes around big rivers and springs. It threatens people with lack of water and dryness. When it is defended by a hero three rivers start to flow – from milk, from wheat and from wine.
One of the best humorous TV productions in Bulgaria is also related to the dragon. It was created at the beginning of the 1970’s. What was the topic of the performance? It was about a Dragon, in Bulgarian Lamya. The theatre performance was named “Heroes with clever fur caps”. In Bulgarian “Yunatsi s umni kalpatsi”. The most talented and famous Bulgarian actors of all times participated in the show. ????
We know that the dragons of the eastern peoples are very strong, but usually virtuous, generous and kind. They were Masters of time, protectors of springs, rivers and lakes, symbol of change. These dragons could change into rainy clouds. Their eggs can exist for 300 years before turning into dragons. 
The dragons of the West are usually very dangerous even spiteful. They are also connected with water but not for the good of the world. They provoke devastation. Because of that they are killed and pursued. For example, Saint Michael is a famous mythical hero who sent the dragon away from the sky. But the most famous is Saint George who rescued the king’s daughter and killed the creature. 

Anyway, legends about dragons are not always negative. For instance, when King Arthur’s father was born two golden dragons appeared in the sky because a great leader was born.

As you know, the name “dragon” comes from Ancient Greece and has appeared somewhere in these lands. It means “a big snake”, as well as and “watchful, distrusty look.” 

Not only children but senior citizens want to believe that “probably there are dragons somewhere.”           
